New Hampshire’s Top Turkey Towns

New Hampshire’s turkey population continues to soar with gobbles heard from nearly every corner of the state. While this years turkey season will no doubt find hunters pursuing these willey birds in every county and region of the state a few towns really shine when turkeys come home to roost.

New Hampshire Fish and Games’ annual Harvest Reports hold a wealth of information that can gleaned by hunters searching for places to hunt turkeys. The harvest reports for 2001 and 2002 provide a table that lists the turkey kill for the spring season by town as well as wildlife management unit (wmu) and the kill per square mile for each town. Hunters prospecting for new places to hunt turkeys should start right inside the covers of this report!

The 2002 Harvest Report provides some interesting insight into last years season. The 2002 kill had a total of 2,593 toms taken in the spring season as well as 38 hens that were taken in 200 towns. This set a new record in a series of records broken annually over the last decade. This represented an increase of over 16 percent from the previous years record kill of 2,260 toms. During the 3-month long fall archery-only season an additional 196 turkeys were taken including 128 hens and 68 toms. These records are the result of a turkey population that has grown from an original release of 25 turkeys along the Connecticut River in 1975 to an estimated 23,000 turkeys as of August 2002.

Most telling in the Harvest Report is the kill per square mile of turkeys in each town. In 2002 just ten of the two hundred towns where turkeys were killed had a kill rate of over one turkey per square mile. Seven of these ten towns abut or nearly abut the Connecticut River; most are not far from the original release site.

The next range of turkey kills, those between .50and .99 per square mile, show a similar pattern of high kills but these extend well eastward through Cheshire and Sullivan Counties into Hillsboro County to a large extent as well as into western Merrimack County. While clearly the best long-term turkey numbers have been in this southwest corner of the state a surprising numbers of turkeys have strolled right up the Connecticut River Valley and have found the northwest corner of Grafton County to their liking. Turkey numbers have swelled here over the last decade.

Of coarse there are some anomalies with any numbers and these turkey stats show a few. For instance if you want to know where turkeys seem to be the most crowded of anywhere in the state you’ll find yourself in the heart of the White Mountains. According to the 2001 and 2002 reports the town of Hale’s Location boasted the highest kill rate of nearly 2 turkeys per square mile, at 1.67. But, in reality, only one turkey was claimed to be killed each year in this tiny town hemmed in by the mountains in this secluded valley of a town. Of coarse this might be just the perfect place for a tardy turkey hunter to hunt. No doubt the sunrise comes late to this deep valley. But as we know turkeys are where you find them!
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