500 Places To Hunt In NH for Free
Wouldn’t you like to have a list of over 500 places to hunt on publicly owned land for free? Well, you do, and its right at your finger tips online. The list includes nearly all state and federally owned lands in New Hampshire including the sites where pheasant stocking occurs on public lands. The list is available on the Fish and Game web site www.wildlife.state.nh.us under the hunting section as well as the trapping subsection.
Although the list was primarily set up for the state’s trappers who enter a lottery every two years in order to be selected to trap on these lands, the fact is, the list is available online for anyone to search for prime places to hunt as well. Not only does this site list the state and federally owned lands but most sites also have an attached map that can be printed.
The list includes all of the White Mountain National Forest, over three-quarter of a million acres (751,000 acres), with unit maps of each area. Hunters can also apply to the area Conservation Officer for a permit to bait deer, bear or coyote on these tracts as well as other state owned lands designated on the list. 
The list also includes 117 State Forests totaling 90,173 acres and 39 State Parks with a total of 67,768 acres. There are several state managed federal flood control areas totaling another 7,524 acres. Nearly all state forests and parks are open to hunting although areas adjacent to certain heavily used trails are closed, and of coarse, areas near buildings and campgrounds are closed as well.

The New Hampshire Fish and Game Department owns and manages 30 thousand acres on 100 tracts called Wildlife Management Areas.  Habitat on many of these areas as well as other state lands is managed to improve habitat for wildlife through various hands-on activities including prescribed burns, mowing, apple tree pruning and planting and seeding areas to specific grasslands. Many of the old farm lands continue to be farmed through agreements with local farmers who plant corn or other crops. These farmers also sometimes plant and leave certain crops for wildlife.
Habitat in several state forests and parks has been managed for decades through a cooperative agreement with the various state agencies to improve long-term habitat needs for wildlife. In Bear Brook State Park selective cutting, prescribed burning and planting of warm season grass has all occurred within the last five years. There are lots of prime hunting areas on state lands thanks to the goals set by these agencies over a decade ago.

In fact a portion of the habitat fee paid by all hunters is used to actively manage state lands for game. 

Hunters can find all manner of hunting opportunities on the lands listed. From dozens of Wildlife Management Areas specifically managed for waterfowl, to huge flood control areas with old fields and river edges hiding woodcock to remote mountain sides in the National Forest where big bucks always roam, there are lots of choices to hunt. To easily click on to the Fish and Game list go to Eric Orff’s web site at www.nhfishandwildlife.com and click on “Places to Hunt in NH”.
