STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIREPRIVATE 

FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT

WILDLIFE DIVISION

TO: 
Lee E. Perry, Executive Director

FROM:  
Kent A. Gustafson, Deer Project Leader

DATE:  
1 December 2003

RE:  
Deer Season Update

The estimated deer kill through 30 November is listed below with comparisons to the previous 6 years. As with previous call-in figures, these numbers are estimates based on the number of deer registered (not necessarily killed) in each county and may not represent information from all registration stations. The estimated statewide harvest is 8,560. This is a 14% decrease from the 2002 harvest at this point in the season and in part reflects the impacts of the severe winter of 2002-2003 on the deer herd in much of central and southern New Hampshire as well as the desire to limit the antlerless harvest in response to these impacts. Additionally, hunting conditions this November have been somewhat more challenging than last fall with a lack of snow in most of the state.

The regular firearm season runs through 7 December and the archery season continues through 15 December. This year’s final deer season call-in will be 16 December 2003. 

DEER KILL

COUNTY
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003

Belknap
 825
 526
550
611
484
590
504

Carroll
 752
 653
697
706
 567
612
450

Cheshire
1266
1131
 943
 946
    866
1030
853

Coos
 1038
1067
1256
1286
 821
 881
889

Grafton
1462
1399
1557
1601
1002
1320
1143

Hillsborough
1618
1289
1497
1700
1479
1711
1425

Merrimack 
  1339
1024
1102
1017
 781
 893
715

Rockingham
1412
1257
1402
1668
1592
1731
1487

Strafford
  806
 515
569
548
 532
656
618

Sullivan
  607
 548
564
526
390
507
476

Total
11,125
 9,409
10,137
10,609
 8,514
9,931
8,560

Cc:
Fish & Game Staff
Fish & Game Commission
US Forest Service
UNH
