STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIREPRIVATE 

FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT

WILDLIFE DIVISION
TO: 
Lee E. Perry, Executive Director

FROM:  
Kent A. Gustafson, Deer Project Leader

DATE:  
17 December 2003

RE:  
Estimated 2003 Total Deer Kill

The unofficial deer kill for the 2003 season is listed below with comparisons to the previous 5 years at this point in time.  As with all previous call-in figures, these numbers are estimates based on the number of deer reported as being registered (not necessarily killed) in each county and may not represent complete data from all registration stations. The estimated 2003 statewide harvest of 9,454 represents a 14% decrease from 2002 and slightly exceeded the estimated 2001 kill of 9,129 at the same point in time.

It was anticipated that the total 2003 kill would be closer to 2001 totals than to the 2002 total, and this indeed was the case. This was largely due to the desire to reduce antlerless harvest in much of central and southern New Hampshire in response to the severe winter of 2002-2003. More “normal” hunting conditions in 2003 probably also contributed to a reduction in harvest compared to the 2002 season with its extensive, early snow cover. The effectiveness of this year’s reduced harvest in mitigating the effects of last year’s severe winter will require an analysis including the sex, age and distribution of the kill on a Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) basis.

All registration slips should be received within the next week, and data entry, verification and analysis should be complete by early January when the final results of this year’s hunt will be available.  Happy Holidays to all.


ESTIMATED DEER KILL



COUNTY
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003

Belknap
569
 577
623
506
642
538

Carroll
690
 736
704
600
685
486

Cheshire
1188
 994
957
901
1115
895

Coos
1137
1357
1365
 888
1104
1056

Grafton
1479
1676
1640
1115
1427
1322

Hillsborough
1240
1560
1715
1587
1885
1555

Merrimack
1073
1159
1047
 839
948
795

Rockingham
1303
1476
1692
1721
1904
1637

Strafford
537
 586
553
552
690
651

Sullivan
562
 580
530
420
586
519

Total
 9,778
10,701
10,826
 9,129
10,986
 9,454

Cc:
Fish & Game Staff
Fish & Game Commission
US Forest Service
UNH
