STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIREPRIVATE 

FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT

WILDLIFE DIVISION

TO: 
Lee E. Perry, Executive Director

FROM:  
Kent A. Gustafson, Deer Project Leader

DATE:  
17 November 2003

RE:  
Deer Season Update

The estimated deer kill through 16 November is listed below with comparisons to the previous 6 years.  These numbers are estimates based on the number of deer registered (not necessarily killed) in each county and may not represent information from all registration stations. The deer kill to date is similar to that from 2001 when either-sex hunting opportunities were similar due to the previously severe winter of 2000-2001. The estimated kill by county suggests that some central and southern areas are exhibiting the greatest effect from the severe winter of 2002-2003. The first few days of the regular firearm season presented hunters with gale force winds to reportedly near blizzard conditions in various parts of the state but indications are that the rut is getting underway.

While much of the state will be bucks only, the upcoming weekend and the Thanksgiving Holidays are popular with hunters since in addition to being time off for many, they typically coincide with the rut. The next season update will occur on 30 November 2003.

DEER KILL

COUNTY
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003

Belknap
786
484
 512
543
384
471
406

Carroll
687
596
626
596
396
438
322

Cheshire
1184
1038
 874
855
643
748
639

Coos
   886
900
1119
 962
548
584
600

Grafton
1304
1140
1420
1283
 729
897
828

Hillsborough
1548
1080
1392
1492
1222
1305
1076

Merrimack
  1254
 941
1033
 896
567
710
569

Rockingham
 1340
1195
1338
1401
1244
1212
1133

Strafford
770
486
538
496
442
530
497

Sullivan
567
491
514
454
307
407
378

Total
10326
 8351
9366
8978
6482
7302
6448

Cc:
Fish & Game Staff
Fish & Game Commission
US Forest Service
UNH
