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RE:  
Deer Season Update

The deer kill through 2 November is listed below with comparisons to the previous 6 years.  The values are estimates based on the number of deer registered (not necessarily killed) in each county and may not represent information from all registration stations.  This call-in includes results through the first weekend of the muzzleloader season. The 2003 season total estimated kill is 2,859, about mid-way between the 2001 and 2002 harvests. While not necessarily reflecting county of kill, the county-specific figures are quite variable compared to recent years. The effects of last winter’s relative severity in portions of the state as well as differences in either-sex hunting opportunity and hunting conditions (for example fall food availability and high temperatures) have likely all played a role.

The Youth Hunt weekend took place on 25-26 October, and the “unofficial” reported youth kill total is 289 deer. This figure may change as registration slips are computerized and verified, but it suggests an 11% increase in the youth kill, up from 260 in 2002.  October 31 marked the end of the either-sex portion of the archery season in many Wildlife Management Units including E, F, G, H1, H2, I1, I2, J1, J2 and K. In these units the archery season is legally antlered bucks-only from 1 November – 15 December.  The next call-in will occur on 9 November.

DEER KILL

COUNTY
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
    2002
2003

Belknap
 288
174
206
229
138
179
169

Carroll
221
237
232
197
145
164
132

Cheshire
445
550
368
405
261
325
292

Coos
422
349
515
496
176
202
245

Grafton
578
662
884
763
379
537
541

Hillsborough
499
494
641
687
494
530
429

Merrimack
425
457
485
409
249
282
239

Rockingham
474
579
651
715
503
491
420

Strafford
285
219
244
312
178
228
230

Sullivan
 221
264
269
246
107
201
162

Total
3858
3985
4495
4459
2630
3139
2859

Cc:
Fish & Game Staff
Fish & Game Commission
US Forest Service
UNH

