STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIREPRIVATE 
FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT

WILDLIFE DIVISION

_________________________________________________________________________________________

TO: 
Lee E. Perry, Executive Director 

FROM:  
Andrew Timmins, Bear Project Leader

DATE:  
19 December 2003


RE:  
Bear Season Update 

New Hampshire's 2003 bear season represents a new state record.  The unofficial harvest tally stands at 802 bears, which is 52% higher than the previous record of 527 bears set in 2001.  The harvest consisted of 383 males and 419 females yielding a harvest ratio of  0.9 males per female.  A seasonal breakdown by region and method includes:

	North Region
	WMUs
	A,B,C2,D1

	
	Total Harvest
	254 bears (129 females, 125 males)

	
	Harvest by method (#  bears)
	Bait (138), Hound (18), Still (98)

	
	5-year average harvest
	105 bears

	White Mountains Region
	WMUs
	C1,D2, E, F

	
	Total Harvest
	241 bears (130 females, 111 males)

	
	Harvest by method (#  bears)
	Bait (87), Hound (23), Still (131)

	
	5-year average harvest
	146 bears

	Central Region
	WMUs
	G, I1, J1, J2

	
	Total Harvest
	238 bears (132 females, 106 males)

	
	Harvest by method (#  bears)
	Bait (38), Hound (24), Still (176)

	
	5-year average harvest
	131 bears

	Southwest-1 Region
	WMUs
	H1, I2

	
	Total Harvest
	56 bears (26 females, 30 males)

	
	Harvest by method (#  bears)
	Bait (8), Hound (2), Still (46)

	
	5-year average harvest
	28 bears

	Southwest-2 Region
	WMUs
	H2, K

	
	Total Harvest
	12 bears (2 female, 10 males)

	
	Harvest by method (#  bears)
	Bait (3), Still (9)

	
	5-year average harvest
	7 bears

	Southeast Region
	WMUs
	L, M

	
	Total Harvest
	1 male 

	
	Harvest by method (#  bears)
	Bait (0), Hound (0), Still (1)

	
	5-year average harvest
	1 bear


Interpretation of harvest data and ages of harvested bears should be complete and available during March.  Thank you again to all staff involved in bear registration.  Happy Holidays.

	2003 In-Season Bear Harvest Tally Compared to Previous 5 Years

	Date
	1998

Sum
	1999

Sum
	2000

Sum
	2001

Sum
	2002

Sum
	2003

Sum

	12/19
	279
	499
	449
	527
	338
	802
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