ATLANTIC FLYWAY CANADA GOOSE POPULATION STATUS

RESIDENT POPULATION (AFRP)


Local-Nesting or “resident” Canada geese were introduced into the Atlantic Flyway during the early 1900’s and now comprise the largest population of geese in the flyway with an estimated 1,083,180 birds in spring, 2003.  “Resident” Canada geese are defined as geese that were hatched or nest in any (AF) state or in Canada at or below 48 N latitude.  In most areas, production is expected to be average or better than average.

A large fall population is expected.

ATLANTIC POPULATION (AP)


The Atlantic population of Canada geese nest primarily on the Ungava Peninsula in northern Quebec and migrate thru western New England and New York to their wintering area on Chesapeake Bay.  There has been an increasing trend in the number of breeding pairs in Northern Quebec from 29,000 in 1995 to 164,800 in 2002.  The 2003 pair index was 156,937, which is above the long-term average.  Good nesting conditions were present and good gosling production is expected.  A fall flight larger than last year is expected.

NORTH ATLANTIC POPULATION (NAP)


The North Atlantic population breeds primarily in Labrador and in Maritime Canada.  The population is considered more stable than the Atlantic population.  The total count was similar to last year and production is expected to be average.  The fall flight is expected be similar than last year.
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