2003 MOOSE SEASON SYNOPSIS
The New Hampshire 2003 moose season took place statewide from October 18 through the 26th.  The weather was excellent for hunting with most days in the 30’s and 40’s, little sun and even some snow. Four hundred and eighty-three permits were issued consisting of fifty antlerless-only permits and 433 either-sex permits. The antlerless-only permits are issued only in the north region where they are necessary to balance the adult sex ratio. Three hundred and sixty-two moose were taken during the nine-day season; 241 bulls and 121 cows. The statewide hunter success rate of 74.9 is the highest since 1997.  Regional success rates were comparable to past years with the exception of the southeast region, which had the lowest success rate (20%) since it was first opened to hunting in 1994.

Regional either-sex permit sex ratios (bulls/cow) were: Southeast 0.75:1, Southwest 3.8:1,  Central 2.4:1, White Mountains 2.5:1 and North 3.8:1. These sex ratios are similar to those of past years. The low sex ratio in the Southeast is indicative of a reduced population in that area.

Hunters traveled from 15 different states and as far away as Alaska and Seoul, South Korea to participate in this year’s hunt. Moose were taken by shotgun, regular firearm, handgun, archery and muzzleloader this year. The youngest successful hunter was Derek Bolduc, 16, of Eaton who took a 560-pound bull, and the oldest was Ellsworth Hubbard, 79, of Franconia who took a cow in Easton.

The heaviest moose was taken by Joseph McCannon Jr. of Pittsburg in the town of Clarksville. It weighed 890 pounds dressed. The largest cow weighed 740 pounds dressed and was taken by Peter King of Hinsdale in the town of Stark.  Stanley Balch of Boscawen took the bull with the greatest antler spread (61.5 inches), in the town of Cambridge.

2003 Regional and Statewide Moose Season Success Rates
Compared to Previous 6 Years

	YEAR
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	REGION & PERMIT TYPE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	North ; Either- Sex
	95.0
	93.1
	88.8
	85.0
	90.6
	93.6
	95.2

	North; Antlerless- Only
	85.9
	83.1
	81.5
	75.4
	81.5
	94.0
	84.0

	White Mountains;  Either- Sex
	72.9
	62.7
	60.6
	60.5
	66.9
	71.0
	71.7

	Central; Either- Sex
	67.0
	62.0
	71.0
	59.0
	65.2
	63.1
	71.4

	Southwest;  Either- Sex
	48.6
	62.9
	62.9
	48.6
	80.0
	55.9
	68.6

	Southeast;  Either- Sex
	32.5
	35.0
	37.5
	32.8
	31.7
	35.3
	20.0

	Statewide;  All Permits
	75.2
	71.5
	71.2
	65.1
	71.7
	73.3
	74.9


