STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIREPRIVATE 

FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT

WILDLIFE DIVISION
TO: 
Lee E. Perry, Executive Director

FROM:  
Kent A. Gustafson, Deer Project Leader

DATE:  
7 January 2004

RE:  
Total registered deer kill by Wildlife Management Unit

The deer kill by Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) for the 2003 season is listed below with comparisons to the previous 5 years. These are the actual and final deer kill figures from registration reports. The statewide total (9,492) was down 14% from 2002 and was slightly (4%) above the 2001 statewide total of 9,143. It was desired that antlerless harvest be reduced in most of central and southern New Hampshire to help mitigate the effects of the severe winter of 2002-03 and to help in achieving deer population increase objectives. As expected, more northern WMUs (eg. A, B etc.) produced harvests which were similar to last year, while central and southern WMUs exhibited reductions in harvest. Some of the reduction in the 2003 harvest relative to 2002 is also attributable to the lack of early snow cover in 2003 compared to the 2002 season.  

Harvest data are now being analyzed in detail to insure that the WMU specific age-sex structure of the 2003 harvest was consistent with the desire to reduce the antlerless harvest in many WMUs and that the physical condition of the deer continues to indicate a healthy population.


DEER KILL



WMU   
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003

A       
610
 754
723
432
589
557

B      
187
 238
236
128
147
176

C1      
  46
  50
 91
 76
 81
74

C2  
  103
 106
 122
  90
 128
103

D      
1097
1186
1103
 747
 957
961

E           
  73
  63
88
60
  72
44

F        
  71
  75
  100
  93
 99
60

G         
  488
 588
 610
 437
 563
449

H1       
581
 582
539
458
612
586

H2       
 970
892
880
812
966
789

I1       
279
 283
265
218
283
224

I2       
258
 298
272
203
330
195

J1       
457
 536
478
361
404
295

J2       
1386
 1397
1328
1196
1483
1210

K        
 814
 887
927
810
1017
833

L        
1001
 1198
1143
1042
1146
1072

M       
1364
 1570
1954
1980
2212
1864

Total
 9,785
10,703
10,859
 9,143
11,089
9,492

Cc:
Fish & Game Staff
Fish & Game Commission
US Forest Service
UNH
